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On Saturday, May 16th  six 
churches from all over Simi Valley came out to 

serve their community.  The day started at 
Apollo High School 

where Nick Vujicic gave 
an inspiring testimony to 
the volunteers at a Kick-
off celebration before 
they went out to serve 
for the day.  He spoke 

about how as Christians, 
we are called to serve 

and to love our 
neighbors and that on this day, Serve Day, that 
is exactly what we intended to do!  Volunteers 
then traveled to serve at all ends of Simi Valley 

from Sarah’s House Maternity Home, to For 
The Troops and several assisted living facilities 

and schools. 
Each location was filled with volunteers, young 
and old, eager to connect and serve with and 
for those in need in their community.   
Throughout the day there were over 200       
volunteers serving at over 40 projects.  There 
were American Heritage Girls showing         
compassion for a dilapidated mobile home park 
by planting flowers, cleaning homes and        
delivering crafts with messages of hope on 
them. There were 
seniors and high 
school students 
alike lovingly 
sorting cards that 
were going to be 
sent overseas to  

our troops.  
And, there were small groups     

joining together to sort through 
cans of food at a local food pantry.  

Each loving act of service was a    
reminder that while we all have   

different spiritual gifts, we can all 
use our gifts to serve others.  In fact, 
spiritual gifts are completely for the 
benefit of others and glorification of 

God, because after all we did not 
earn them, they were given to us as 
gifts.  And, what better way to say 

“thank you” than to use your gift in 
service to others. 

What an incredible start to what will certainly be an 
amazing Serve Day season!   

 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, 
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

 Serve Day 2015 

June 6th Serve Day! 
 

With the excitement of the Simi Valley 
Serve Day coming to an end we are 

gearing up for the rest of the county’s 
Serve Day on June 6th! 

Join us as we serve those in need 
from Agoura Hills to Santa Paula! 

If you haven't already found a project 
and want to be part of this amazing 
serving event, check out the ACTION 
website www.actionvc.org to find a 

project in your area! 

 

 

http://www.actionvc.org/


 

Action  

Foundation 

 

 

@Actionvc 

SE
RV

E.
 T

OG
ET

H
ER

. 

Jill’s Joys 
By Jill Upson, Executive Director 
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As I write this, we are in the middle 
of Serve Days happening across the 
county.  While I love that hundreds 
of projects will be completed and 
thousands of volunteers will serve, 
the real joy comes from the people 
that are touched.  Touched in so 

many ways as the love of Jesus comes pouring 
out of us.   
 

I got to visit with Peggy who was getting her 
ramp repaired and she shared with me how at 
95 she has lost her balance, sight, much of her 
hearing as well as her husband and son.  The 
ramp brings her joy by keeping her mobile and 
allows one of our volunteers to take her out on a 
walk every week.  Her neighbors watched with 
care and may 
engage at the 
church now.  I 
had the honor of 
introducing a 
high school 
young lady to 
Nick Vujicic from 
Life Without 
Limbs who     
encouraged her 
with her      
struggles.  A 
school principal 
wrote to me, “I cannot express how eternally 
grateful I am to have been blessed by knowing 
you.”  Wow!  There is nothing better than being 
in the people business.   
 

But the most personal for me was when after 
the Simi Valley Serve Day, I visited with my Mom 
at her Board and Care home.  Volunteers had 
lovingly made blankets and delivered them to 
the seniors at the homes.  Now I am reminded 
of the caring volunteers every time I visit my 
mom and see that blanket that was specially 
made and delivered with love.  
 

Thank you for being in the people business, 
touching lives one at a time.  Each person 
touched creates a ripple beyond what we can 
ever know. 

 Make a Difference 

Donate Now! 

www.actionvc.org 

ACTION is CELEBRATING! 
 

Won’t you join us? 
 

This year, 2015, ACTION celebrates 10 
years of being of service in Ventura 

County to those in need! 
October 3rd we will be hosting our 10th 

Anniversary Gala Dinner at VCCF     
Nonprofit Center in Camarillo! 

There will be live entertainment,      
delicious food and wine, a guest 

speaker, and the opportunity to walk 
through our signature events,       

Christmas Shoppe and Serve Day! 
 

Watch for more information coming 
soon! 

Matching Grant 
For a limited time, your annual pledge 
for ongoing monthly donations will be 

matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000 
by generous supporters of ACTION. 

Did you know that for every $11          
donated to ACTION, a person is helped 
and hope is given? For only $11 a week 

you will help 104 people in need this 
year during this “Double the Action” 

campaign! 
 

Let’s not merely say that we love each other; let 
us show the truth with our actions. John 3:18 

If you would like to help make a difference in 
more lives and create more impactful ripples, 
please consider donating to ACTION right now 
when we have several key donors offering to 
match your donation dollar for dollar.  The time 
is now to come together and make a HUGE   
ripple in Ventura county!   
 

With a grateful heart, 
 

Jill  
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